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PROCEEDI NG
MR. STREIBEL: If everyone would |like to
take a seat. We'IlIl start this so we can get
you out at a reasonable hour. I'd like to
invite Supervisor Auberger, supervisor of

t he Town of Greece, to come up and say a few

wor ds.
(Appl ause)
SUPERVI SOR AUBERGER: Good eveni ng.
It’s great to have you all back here at
Greece Town Hall, for the members of the

study and for those of you who have not had
the opportunity to be part of this area here
at Greece Town Hall, | could welcome you if
this is your first visit.

Before | say a few words, 1'd like to
acknowl edge some of our representatives who
are here fromour various elected officials,
who took time to either send representatives

or to be here this evening.
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First of all, 1'd like to introduce to
you our Monroe County | egislator who works,
represents t he part of t he | akef ront
di strict, here in, not only in the Town of
Greece but for the City of Rochester, M.
Doug Dobson. Doug, thank you for being here
this evening. Al so | have my fellow
supervisor fromthe great Town of Ham in, he
come all the way in, it didn't take himlong
to get here, M. Austin Warner, Supervisor,
Town of Ham in. We al so have representing
Monr oe County executive Maggi e Brooks, Mary
Loui se Mei sent hal .

We al so have a representative from the
office of Tom Reynolds, the U.S. House of
Representatives, M . Paul Cole representing
Congressman Reynol ds. We have M. Ed
McKewen representi ng Senator Joe Robok. The
former Town Supervisor from the Town of
Bri ghton, now representing M. Charlie
Nesbit for the New York State Assembly, M.
Don Connors. Don. Last but not | east we

have M. Gary G st who's representing the
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Town Supervisor from the Town of Webster,
Kat hy Thomas. Good to see you.
(Appl ause)

Wel |, this group has certainly
accomplished a lot in the years that they
have been part and gathering research on
| ake Il evel i ssues concerning the Great
Lakes. And what they try to do is to make
all interests be part of this overall study.
And |I'm | ooking forward as supervisor, |
know on behalf of our other Town Supervisor
and elected representatives, we' re |ooking
forward to seeing the results of this hard
wor k. It’s never easy when you try to
factor in all the different areas that come
into the effects of |ake level within the
State  of New York and the |akefront
communi ty.

A coupl e weeks ago | had the opportunity
of attending the Great Lakes conference in
Chi cago, where | had the opportunity of
wor king with many di fferent mayors of | arge

cities such as, had the opportunity to meet
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Mayor Daly from Chicago, right down to very
smal | village mayor s and el ect ed
representatives from Canada. It was a very
eye opening experience for me, the fact
that, how i mportant the Great Lakes are to
all of our comunities, whether |arge or
smal | .

In this is out showing this evening
you’'re here tonight, to show how you care
about the levels of the Great Lakes and how
it affects all of wus. So | commend the
study group. | commend you as citizens and
representatives for being here to hear what
they have to say and to be part of
preserving our Great Lakes. Enj oy the
eveni ng, and again, welcome to Greece Town
Hal |l . Thank you very much.

(Appl ause)

MR. STREI BEL: My name is Max Streibel
and probably most of you know me or call me
or, good, bad or indifferent, but |I've been
with this project for the past four years.

We are in the fourth year of a five year
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study. The study we’'re presenting to you is
about water |levels and flows in Lake Ontario
and the St. Lawrence River.

The I nternational Joint Comm ssion has
made many attempts, as we all know, in
devel oping a better regulation plan than the
present one, which is 1958D.

In this | atest attempt and for the first
time, the International Joint Comm ssion has

broken new ground by involving from the

begi nni ng the various st akehol ders
t hroughout the system, including first
nation peopl e. By i nvol vi ng t he

stakehol ders the 1JC is trying to make sure
that it would not isolate the various users
from the study teams, and risk m ssing any
potential concerns in the preparation of the
new regul ati on pl an.

I n tal king about the study teams, | hope
t hat you’ve taken time to take a | ook at the
panels that we have around the room if not
before you | eave tonight. | appreciate you

taki ng that in.
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In doing so the I1JC could not have been
more fair and transparent in its attenpt at
produci ng the most comprehensive regul ating
plan for all the communities and users it
serves. We’ve invited you here tonight to
hear what concerns you have and to tell you
how the study is going. This may be the
first time you have come, al t hough |
recogni ze many faces here; to one of our
public meetings, or you may have talked to
us before.

We have heard from people around the
| ake and down the river and we know that
there are conflicting viewpoints. We know
t hat nat ur e has a huge I mpact but
regul ations are needed to manage water
| evel s. No one can forecast the weather
precisely enough to guarantee when water
| evel s should be raised or | owered.

One of the strongest impressions |’ve
| earned from working with the study team
and | think I’ve mentioned this several

ti mes at other meetings, is how complex this
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| ake and river systemis. We really needed
this type of research to give us the good
science, and | stress science, to base

better decisions on.

The format for the evening 1is as
foll ows. There will be about a 30 m nute
Power Point presentation. Then we will take

a break for you to write down your
guestions. Now in the packages you received
this afternoon as you -- this evening, if
you picked one up, there's some paper in
there so you can write your questions down.
During that time, that 30 m nute -- |I’'m
sorry, after the 30 m nute presentation,
during that time while we're setting up for
a teleconference, we're going to link up
with people attending a meeting like this in
the Montreal area, the Duval Mont r eal
area.

Some of you have come to the meeting
with one important question in mnd. We
encourage you to listen to the presentation,

knowi ng t hat your guestion wi | | be
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presented, not only to the audience here,
but also in the Montreal area. And everyone
wi || hear the answer . We wi || be
alternating questions between here and
there. Since we want as many people in both
pl aces to ask their questions, we ask that
you be brief as you can and that the people
answering your questions do so concisely.

We have other guests here who will be
introduced to you during the presentation.
Maki ng the Power Point presentation this
evening will be Dr. Barl etta, anot her

vol unteer on the Public Interest Advisory

Group who lives in Greece. But before
turning this over to Dr. Barletta, | also
would Ilike to introduce one of our 1JC

comm ssioners who's with wus today, the
Honor abl e Al Ol son. M. Ol son, welcome.
Who incidentally is a former el ect ed
of ficial, having been Governor of the State
of North Dakot a. So we welcome him here.
Dan.

MR. BARLETTA: Thank you, Max. Bef ore
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| get started, | know Max pointed out the
panel s that we have hanging around the room
On this television screen here we'll have
after the presentation and the question --
You can’t hear me? These gentlemen have
been with us as we’'re traveling down the
river and across the | ake, and we're
becom ng good friends. Anyways, | was
sayi ng, after the presentation and the
guestion and answer period -- the video
screen over here will show a Power Point
presentation that we used the |ast couple
years to give a | ot of the background on the
study, how the hydraulics and the geol ogy,
how it affects the system If you haven’t
seen the presentation before, it will only
t ake about 15, 20 m nutes so we welcome you
to take a | ook at that.

As far as tonight, the International
Joint Comm ssion has asked me to be part of
the Public Interest Advisory Group. Our job
is to make sure that your concerns and i deas

are addressed in the Lake Ontario St.
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Lawrence River study. As Max said, we're
all volunteers. There are presently 22 of
us. There’s 11 on the U.S. side and 11 on
t he Canadi an si de. Toget her we have held
more than nine public meetings and 51 | ocal
st akehol der meetings with over 3500 members
of the public in attendance.

The International Joint Comm ssion is
responsible for the shared waters between
our two countries. It was founded in 1909
by the Boundaries Waters Treaty. In
December of 1999 the |International Joint
Commi ssion initiated our study to reviewthe
regul ation of the outflows fromLake Ontario
t hrough the St. Lawrence River to Trois
Riveres, the area circled in red on the
slide here. As Max said, we are in the
fourth year of a five year study. There's
over 120 people involved in the study. The
| nt ernational Joint Comm ssion mandates that
all our boards and studies must have equa
representation fromboth countries.

l’d like to briefly just introduce to
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you some of the members of the study who are
able to join us today. You met Comm ssioner
Br ooks. Russ Trowbridge is the U.S. study

liaison to the 1JC. Fromthe study board we

have the U. S. gener al manager is Tony
Eber hart. The U.S. <co-director is Gene
St okhi v. Canadi an co-chair S Doug

Cul pepper. And many of you know Dr. Frank
Sci remammano. He’s on the study board,
along with myself. And Pete Laucks in the
back, he’'s a Professor from Cornell.

From the technical working groups, the
scientists, we have -- if | mss somebody,
pl ease | et me know. From coastal processes
or coastal erosion we have Pete Zuzak.
Roger Haberle is from the commerci al
navi gation group. W’ ve got John Sheen from
the hydro group. David Klein is from the
environmental group. And Bill Werick, are
you here? Oh, he’s not here tonight. Okay.
And as Max says, and as | menti oned
previously, there’'s a number of wus in the

Public Interest Advisory Group. We have
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Henry Stewart, who s going to Dbe
participating with the meeting tonight, I
ski pped Doug W | cox, who IS I n the
environmental group. Okay. We have a
couple public staff people, Arleen Kreusch
who is our projectionist. And many of you
met Aaron on the way in.

Now, when we get to the question and
answer period, menmbers of other technica
wor ki ng groups will join us by telephone.
So we hope the people here tonight and
hopefully the people on the telephone will
have the background to answer any of your
guesti ons.

Now, thinking about the water com ng
over Niagara Falls, 1'm sure you' re not
surprised that up to 85% of the water com ng
into Lake Ontario during periods of average
to high water |levels in the upper Great
Lakes comes fromthose other Great Lakes.

The light green area, the |ight green
area is the | ocal watershed of Lake Ontario.

Ri ght here. The darker green area includes
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t he watershed of not only the Ottawa River
but the St. Lawrence River. Now, the
interesting thing about the Ottawa River is
the Ottawa River has few control dams on the
| ower part. So there’s no dams down here.
Montreal is right in this area. So it’'s
harder to predict how much water from the
Ottawa River is going to flow into the St.
Lawrence in the next week or so, and this is
especially critical in the spring. That is
one of the reasons that the flows from the
Ottawa River must be carefully considered
when regulating the flows on the St.
Lawrence River. Just this small fact gives
an inkling to the complexity of the system

The Moses Saunders Power Dam at Massena
is just one factor controlling water |evels.
Nature is a more unpredictable factor.

Now, the outflows through the Moses
Saunders Power Dam are currently regul ated
using a set of written rules for releases
called Plan 1958-D. Al t hough it takes into

account t he i nterests of wat er uses,
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commer ci al navi gation and hydroelectric
power, the plan does not consider the needs
of the environment, recreational boating or
shoreline erosion. 1958- D was based on the
ki nd of water supplies that we got in the
first half of the |last century.

And after the extreme dry periods of the
m d-60's and the wetter periods of the
“70's, the plan was allowed to deviate --
t he plan all owed deviations fromthe written
rul es. These days 1958-D is devi ated about
50% of the time to make adjustments for
changes in supplies, accommodating old and

new i nterests, for ice formati on.

So we -- what we call the plan now is
1958-D with deviations. This plan 1is
i mpl ement ed by the | nternati onal St .

Lawrence River Board of Control and that
board also i s appointed by the International
Joint Commi ssion.

The green area, the green area on this
slide indicates that the technical working

groups have been in the study and data

Associ ated Reporting Service
(716) 885-2081



|I\) N |I\) — |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |H |I—‘
o |o o |w R O W | N ©® ;R w N e

|I\)
(O8]

| JC- PI AG- GREECE- DORVAL 18

collection phase during the first three
years. The Pl an Formul ation and Eval uati on
Work Group is mandated to prepare computer
model s that will use all the data to
eval uate possible regulation plans for
eval uation by the Study Board.

Now, this slide shows that the study
board approved these gui delines for deciding

whi ch new alternate plans and criteria would

best serve the public. The guidelines wil
be used in ranki ng options for t he
| nt ernati onal Joint Comm ssion. We know we

can’t please everyone all the time, but the
goal of the study board is to have every
significant interest do as well or better
than they do now. Now, this is an inmportant
slide, so I'm going to give you a few
seconds to | ook over it. And al so, just to
| et you know that in your folder and on the

table up front is a handout and it’s | abel ed

Vi si ons, Goal s and Gui del i nes of the
| nt ernati onal Lake Ontario St. Lawr ence
Ri ver. Any Plan or criteria that the study
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board comes wup with, we want it to be

environmentally sustainable. We want to
have no disproportionate [loss to any
particul ar stakeholders. We'd |like to have

fl exi bl e mnagement of the plan. Mtigating
alternatives will be mentioned. That will be
| eft up to the 1JC to decide what could be
done with them We want any plan or
criteria to be adaptable to possible climate
change. We're trying to make the decision
process as transparent to the public as
possi bl e.

That’s one of the reasons why we're
havi ng many meeti ngs. And we want to have
any plans and criteria adaptable to future
technol ogy. Now, based on the input we have
received fromthe public and the scientists,
the St udy Team has written criteria,
metrics, and performance indicators. These
are being studied in order to come up with a
vari ety of plans. As you see on this slide,
the team will keep refining these things,

starting with criteria. Those are the water
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| evel s people prefer or want to avoid.

Next, they will devel op plans that will
try to create those water | evels nore often.
Then they will measure the econom c and
envi ronment al benefits. Those are the
performance indicators, to see if the new
plans and criteria really help society.
You'd think that iif you gave people the
water |evels they wanted you ' d increase
benefits automatically, but that doesn’t
al ways happen. And we’'ll touch on that in a
bit.

First though, let’'s clarify some of
these definitions of the terms that we're
sharing with you

In the folder that you received, there
is a list of first cut of suggest ed
evaluation criteria, for plan formulation
And it’'s labeled -- it’s a big thick one.
It’s prelimnary criteria metric for plan
formul ati on. We don’t want to put this all
on the slide because it gets really I|ong

really boring and you’'ll all be sleeping
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It’s there for you to read | ater.

These suggested evaluation criteria are
not final. In fact, they are being adjusted
as we go through the decision process, based
on study research and public input. W hope
you will review these criteria and comment
on them The suggested evaluation criteria
represent the shared common objectives by
the various stakehol ders, such as not
letting the water |evel get too high or too
| ow, or reducing or accentuating the changes
in levels and flows. But all these terns
will be easier to understand if we show you
some exanpl es.

We talked earlier about the extent of

the Study. This evening, as Max said, we
are paired with Duval, which is outside
Montreal, Quebec. We'll talk more about
that later. Now let’s | ook at our area.
When | tal ked about criteria, a graph
here showed the lines that represent the

criteria, the mnimum and maxi mum | evels

that the stakehol ders and researchers have
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come up with so far. We’'re going to give
you an exanple what these |ines mean. But
just so you got some reference points. And
this is from all the different technical
wor ki ng groups, and there’s just one major
graph here. Presently Lake Ontario is
controll ed bet ween 243. 3, whi ch IS
approxi mately down in here, and 247.3, which
is between the red lines and the dotted
yell ow black Iline, so right about here.
That’ s the present range of water |evels.

The recreational boating and tourism
group would like to mnimze the frequency,
severity and duration of water |evels on or
bel ow 245.2 feet, or above 247.2 feet from
April 15'" to October 15", |If it’s necessary
to change the water |evels nmore than 7
tenths of a foot fromthe beginning of May
to the end of June, they don’t want us to do
any more often than would have happened
before March of 1955, the time we call pre-
proj ect.

They also don’t want to have the water
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drop from the spring peak to the first week
of September more than 9.6 inches any more
often than really necessary. The rec
boati ng technical working group has come up
wi t h t hese performance i ndi cators to
evaluate their criteria. These are econom c
and envi ronment al i mpacts the st udy
researchers say will occur because of one
pl an or anot her.

Beach wusers prefer that |levels are
mai ntained within the range of 243.4 to
246.7 feet during May through August to have
the best access to beaches and all the
associ ated recreational benefits. For those
living along the shoreline, the coasta

group has devel oped the criteria shown with

this line. The erosion process occurs at
any water |evel. But the levels in the
wi nter are the most i nmportant. The research
shows that wi nter storms cause the nost

damage because the wave action force during
the wi nter mont hs S mor e severe.

Therefore, we have a |lower maxi mum of 245.1

Associ ated Reporting Service
(716) 885-2081



|I\) N |I\) — |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |H |I—‘
o |o o |w R O W | N ©® ;R w N e

|I\)
(O8]

| JC- PI AG- GREECE- DORVAL 24

feet from November to the end of February.
Coastal group would like to see that 246.7
feet be the upper Ilimt from May to August.
Above this | evel the erosion process
accelerates in the summer.

On these slides we’ ve kept t he
expl anation of performance indicators very
brief. A nmore detailed explanation

actually there's another handout 1in your

fol der call ed prelim nary performance
i ndi cators. Many of you m ght have seen
this last summer. We had a draft of that

| ast year and it’s been revised since |ast
summer. But the explanation is a little bit
more detailed for each one of t hose
performance i ndicators.

The environment al techni cal wor Ki ng
group has found that wetlands need higher
| ake | evels about once every 50 years, now
in your handout it’s going to say every 20
to 25 years. That criteria has changes in
the | ast two weeks; the research has shown

that they could go to every 50 years going
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to that |evel.

So during periods of high supplies and
| ake levels the environmental techni cal
wor ki ng group would |ike Lake Ontario to
rise to 247.7 feet at the time it would
usually peak, although a few inches higher
than it would rise under the current plans,
for about three weeks.

I n a different climate situation,
wet | ands need a very dry period about once
every 20 to 25 years. So during periods of
| ow supplies and | ake | evel s, t he
environmental technical working group would
i1 ke Lake Ontario be held at 245 feet or
bel ow for two years in succession with a
gradual return to higher levels during the
succeedi ng two years.

So you can see most of the time no
change is needed but a few times a century
to allow the |ake to go a little higher or
a little lower, and this will give wus
heal t hi er wetl ands which we believe, and the

researchers are still working on this; in
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turn will give us a greater abundance and
di versity of fish.

Under normal climatic conditions the
mnimum wintertime weekly Lake Ontario
| evel s shoul d be kept above 245 feet in most
years. In Lake Ontario the first week of
April is important for fish spawning. | f
Lake Ontario levels can be 246 feet and
hi gher in the first week of April the
fishermen will be happy when those young
reach keeper size.

You’ || notice on this slide t he
performance indicators are the inmpacts that
coul d occur rather than econom c measures.

Commer ci al navi gation companies find
these levels on this slide important.
During the shipping season if the | evels get
above 247.2 feet, the ships must reduce
their speed to prevent shore damage on the
eastern end of Lake Ontario. This, of
course increases their cost.

The two mnimum |evels shown on this

slide are important for the conmpani es al so.
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Any | evel below 243.9 feet means they have
to reduce their speed to maintain safe
under keel cl earances. Bel ow 243.6 feet the
shi ps must reduce the size of their | oads.
And both these | evels increase their costs.

Again, for a more detailed explanation
of these performance indicators from this
technical group, |I'd like to refer you back
to that handout.

Now m nim ze the frequency, severity and
duration of Lake Ontario |evels of 243.1
feet and Jlower so that nmunicipalities,
i ndustries and shoreline property owners
with wells are not negatively i mpacted.
Now, these are mainly econom c, but the
soci al inmpact on people with wells could be
consi der abl e.

Now this slide here, we didn't have a
graph to go with it, but these are the
performance i ndicators being proposed by the
hydroel ectric power group. 11 give you a
few seconds to read through this, but you ve

got to remember, whether it’s a hot day or a
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cold day we all need electricity.

Let us know what you think by contacting
us by regular mail or email. Our addresses
are in the material you have received. We
especially need to hear from you about the
di fferent, about any of the metrics that
need to be different. We' |l be summari zing
all the comments and concerns expressed at
this meeting, at the meetings this summer,
and thus providing your input to the plan
formul ati on and eval uation group, along with
the study board. Your input will be
eval uated and incorporated into the study
wher e possi bl e.

Now regul ati on began in the early “60's
with the plan, as | mentioned before, called
1958-D, at that time, it was the most
advanced plan using the technol ogy avail abl e
at that time. Shortly after its use changes
occurred in the climte. First we had
extended drought period in the *60's, and
extreme precipitation in the “70's, along

wi th demographic changes that include new
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st akehol ders in the system

The board of control was allowed to
deviate from Plan 1958-D to satisfy these
new condi tions. Pl an 1958-D wi t h
devi ations, then 58-DD up on the screen;
became the actual although not formally
recogni zed operation plan. During this
study we are researching and devel oping
pl ans based not only on econom c rules, but
plans with the environment as the nost
i mportant component plans that stakehol ders
are giving us, and plans using information
from other attempts made in the past. Al l
these plans are being entered into a
computer model called the Shared Vision
Model . Next year we’'ll be returning to you
with the 2005 plan options for your
consi deration. Thi s slide shows our
tentative meeting dates for next summer,
when we will present you with the best
alternate plan based on science and your
i nput . Pl ease mark the dates on your

cal endars.
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The Public Interest Advisory Group, the
Study Board, the study general managers and
| nt ernational Joint Comm ssion |iaisons will
continue to meet with the plan formulation

and eval uation group throughout this winter.

We will develop recommendati ons for plans to
bring to you next year. In the fall of 2005
our report wi || be submtted to the

comm ssioners of the International Joint
Commi ssion for their decision process.
Now, over the | ast three and half years,

many people have been involved in the Public

| nterest Advisory Group. Like 1 said
before, they have all been volunteers. But
we're all interested in the |ake and the
river. Some for a variety of reasons have

been unable to stay on the PIAG, but you’l
see my name along with the other menbers
t hat are here today on this board.

On this slide and the next slide you’l
see the names of the Study Board menbers,
some of whom al so have not been able to stay

on the Study Board. You'll see the names of
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t he people here tonight to whom you’ ve been
previously introduced.

Now, for the next portion of the meeting
as Max said, we'll be connecting with some
of our experts who cannot attend tonight’s
meeting in person. You’ ve already met the
experts who are here, and we'|ll also be
connecting with Montreal.

We’'re going to take a short break, give
you an opportunity to wite down your
guestions and answers, and to set up our
equi pment . If you don’'t have a pad or
pencil, we have some out at the table in
front where you signed in.

(Appl ause)

MR. STREI BEL: Thank you, Dan. Bef or e
we take the break, | would just Ilike to
acknowl edge Roger Gauthier, who is in the
corner over here, and he's got a conmputer
set up back there that you may be interested
in. But his area of responsibility in this
study is to come up with a way of

cat egori zing, storing, archivinginformation
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that’s been derived for all the work that
the various technical groups are doing. So
if you want to see what he’'s doing, |
suggest you go over there. | f you haven’t
t aken advant age of the panels, do that. But
it’s going to be a quick five m nutes to get
the teleconferencing going. W’'re going to
call this back as soon as we’ ve made that
connection.

There will be two m crophones. There’s
one there and there’'s one over here, that we

would ask you to come up to when we

reconvene. And Henry Stewart will be
facilitating the question and answer peri od.
We'll tell you when it’s your turn to ask
the experts. So Henry will be coordinating

that facet of +the presentation tonight.

Thank you.
(Of f t he record To connect
tel ephonically with Dorval, Quebec,
Canada)

MR. STEWART: Ladi es and gentlemen, if

we coul d have your attention. | don’t mean
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to interrupt too strenuously but if we could
have your attention and ask that you rejoin
us in your seats. Thank you very much.
We’'re going to start now because under
some time constraints because of the joinder
we have with the other l[ocation. W' re now
at the question and answer point of the

session. As was indicated, my name is Henry

Stewart . l"m a member of the Public
| nt erest Advisory Group as well. W’ re al
vol unt eers. | happen to live in Greece and

have a cottage on the | akeshore in the Town
of Huron in Wayne County. Al'l of us on the
Pl AG have various concerns and interest and
are very involved in seeking to see that on
behal f of the public this study is carried
through in a very deliberate manner that is
very attentive to the interests of all
st akehol ders concerns about water | evels and
i ssues regarding Lake Ontario and the St.
Lawrence River. So with the question and
answer period now, you're going to have a

chance to come one by one to either of the
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m crophones, preferably the one closest to
you. Your comments and questions will be
recorded so that the study team can be sure
that they’'re taken into account throughout
t he progress of this study.

Pl ease come to the m crophone so that
everyone here can hear you and so that
everyone in the other remote | ocation of
Duval, Quebec, Canada can hear you as well.
When you come to the m crophone we ask that
you state your name and tell us where you're
from and please spell your name as well so
t hat we can be back in touch with you and it
will be accurately recorded.

We ask everyone asking a question to be
as conci se as possi ble and we also ask that
everyone who has occasion to answer a
gquestion al so be concise because our
tel econference with Duval will have to end
promptly at 9:00 p. m I f you wish to, after
t hat, however, you can stay and talk with
any member of the study team who m ght be

able to assist you in answering a question
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or addressing a concern that you have.

Now, if anyone happens to ask a question
that’s very simlar, that you m ght deem as
very simlar to the one that you were
pl anning to ask, please consider delaying
asking yours until other people have had a
chance to ask other questions and then if
there’s time you can come and ask yours in a
slightly different format or degree. And we
could take that up. And if for some reason
your question is not answered tonight, we
can assure you that if you bring it to our
attention or turn it in in witing, we will
try our very best to get an answer for you.

| believe at this time we're ready to
join with the remote |ocation of Duval,
Quebec, Canada. | believe that M. Marc
Hudon, who is also a member of the Public
| nterest Advi sory Group, may be the
facilitator there. If we're connected, is
Marc Hudon there?

MR. HUDON: How are you doi ng, Henry?

MR. STEWART: Marc, how are you? Thank
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you very much. We’'re glad we're connect ed
here, and we hope this will be a very
i mportant session for both the individuals
here and the Town of Greece, near Rochester,
New York, USA, and those in Duval, Quebec,
Canada. Do you have anyone who would |ike

to start off the questions, Marc?

MR. HUDON: We will. I think tonight,
we' |l let you go ahead with the first one.

MR. STEWART: Al'l  right. ls there
anyone here who would like to come to the

m crophone, please, and start off? First

we'll start with the young woman over at
t hat m crophone, and pl ease identify
yoursel f.

MS. COE: My name is Kay Coe, C-O E.
l[ive in Hamin, New York, and nmy question
is, when considering the water |evels and
erosion potential, does the group eval uate
the effects of the fast ferry wave action on
the shoreline?

MR. STEWART: That’s a very good

guestion, very timely, and we believe and
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hope that the ferry may be resurrected and
that this will become even nore timely. I's
there anyone who m ght -- Max, would you
i ke to answer that?

MR. STREI BEL: That really hasn’t been
part of the study although that’s been
brought up. And |I think the hopes are that
should the ferry, when the ferry does start
up again, they’ ve been very much made aware
of the fact that they’'re going to have to do
something to change either their route,
speed or what have you, because there’ s been
a |l ot of concerns, not only from Ham in but
ri ght down through Parma and Greece. But

that per se is not part of the |ake |eve

study.

MR. STEWART: Is there anyone el se who
needed to say anything about that? |If not,
we’'ll move on to the next question but were

you going to make a comment about that?
MR. SAWYKO: Just a follow-up on that.
My name is Leon Sawyko, S-A-WY-K-0O, and I

have a property in Hamin also. And it
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seemed to me that one of the areas that you
m ght consider studying is the distance from
shore that you m ght recommend boat traffic
travel , depending on the various | ake
| evel s, because it is a tremendous wave
action that we get on the shore.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, M. Sawyko.
Any other comments from the study tean?
Pete Zuzak?

MR. ZUZAK: My name is Pete Zuzak. [’ m
a member of the coastal technical working
group that's been i nvol ved wi t h t he
scientific components of this study for the
| ast three years. | think it’s critical to
point out that a ferry, the ferry, fast
ferry that’s running on the |ake here, is
regul ated by state and federal entities
ot her than the |1JC. This study is involved
-- but the purpose of this study is to talk
about | ake |level fluctuations, the rise and
fall of the | ake and the regulation of the
dam, and that’'s somet hi ng compl etely

different to permtting a ferry to travel
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internationally across the border to
Toront o. So | think that if you’'re | ooking
for a bone to pick, it’s with the stage
agencies or the coast guard that permtted
that ferry, and those are the people |
suggest you pursue this issue with,

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Pete. At this
time, you got a follow-up to this?

MS. THOMAS: Yes.

MR. STEWART: All right.

MS. THOMAS: My name is Vicki Thomas,
T-H-O-MA-S, and | live in Hilton, New York.
And |’ ve actually contacted the Coast Guard
of Buffalo. l"m not sure the state, the
county and the city, given the study has
been done to allow the erosion to continue
to affect when the fog comes in and stuff
i ke that. And pretty much the city passed
the conplaint over to the Coast Guard in
Buffal o, and then the tax people. | called
the tax peopl e about five times, and | never
got a phone call back, and | personally

don’t think they care.
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And the Coast Guard in Buffalo said
because they are five mles out, that they
are in the shipping |lane, and they are in
their legal rights. So, unless you change
| egi sl ation, nothing happens with what’s
goi ng on. And | think the whole thing is,
it’s not so much the ferry, or whatever, the
erosion would seemto be an issue, with the
| evel of the | ake and erosion.

MR. STEWART: Thank you very much. I
take it that with no other comment with
respect to that issue we should in fairness
switch to the Duval | ocation and give them a
chance to ask their first question. Marc.
Marc, can you hear us?

MR. HUDON: Yes. Are you there?

MR. STEWART: Yes, Marc. If you woul d
wish to have your group ask a question at
this time.

MR. HUDON: Yes, we have a gentl| eman.

MR. STEWART: It’'s difficult to hear,

t hi nk.

MR. HUDON: Is it any better now?
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MR. STEWART: Yes. Marc, thank you.
MR. HUDON: Okay. Would you please give
your name.
MR. FI TCH: My name is Tom Fitch
| m curious about the |linkage between the

|l evels in the |lake and the river and the

groundwat er | evels, what inmpact, if there is
a |lake -- whether or not there is a
vari ation of environmental inmpact of the

variation in the groundwater |evels are and
whet her or not they're considered in this
study.

MR. HUDON: Thank you very much. Does
anyone in the roomwant to field that?

MR. FAY: David Fay fromthe hydraulics,
hydraulics technical working group of the
study. | also work for Environment Canada.
| think the short answer to your question,
is, we’'ve kind of peripherally considered
it, but we don’t think it’s a big factor in
our study, but we don’t know an awful | ot
about the interaction between the | ake and

groundwater. We just think it’s very small.
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And that’'s the short answer.

MR. HUDON: Anyone el se who would Iike
to add?

(No response)

MR. HUDON: Okay. That’s it on this
point, Henry. And we’'ll be back to you now.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Marc. |Is there
anyone from the study team who wi shes here
to address that issue, beyond what David has
menti oned? Gene Stakhiv?

MR. STAKHI V: "1l take a shot at it
because in fact we know, if you recall, that
wat er bal ance figure that we showed earlier
in the presentation, the water com ng into
Lake Erie, 85% the precipitation and
evaporation. So we know three out of the
four numbers. We deduce the groundwater
i nput fromthe total water bal ance, and out
of that we can also deduce that it’'s a
relatively small number. So we do have very
good figures for four out of +the five
vari abl es, except for groundwater, so it’s

what ever is left over fromthe overall water
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bal ance. And from that we deduce that it’s
a relatively small contribution.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Gene Stakhiv,
U.S. co-director of the study team Anyone
el se wishing to address the issue? If not
we can nmove on to the next question from our
i ndividuals in the U.S. Woul d anyone |i ke

to ask a question at this time? Thank you.

MR. BUDI NSKI : My name Ken Budi nski .
[ive here in Greece, New YorKk. And that’s
spelled B-U-D-1-N-S-K-1I. My question is,
what is the economc justification for

i nternational shipping west of Montreal?
Last time | | ooked into the matter there was

only I'i ke 1000 ships a year using this, but

it seems |ike everybody is wanting high
wat er for shi ppi ng and hydr o and
recreational boating. There is no tendency

to bring the water | evels back to what they,
what it used to be and what it’s probably
supposed to be.

But everybody seems to want high |evel.

| ve been keeping track of the water |evels
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every day for the last 14 years and |’'ve
seen not hing but going up. And | don’'t see
any -- and a lot of it has to do with the
shi pping thing. What is the economc
justification? In fact, there’'s only a
smal | number of ships, and how much nmoney do
these ships pay with respect to the cost of
keeping the seaway open for then? | just
don't see it.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Ken. Woul d
anyone from the Study Board itself wish to
answer that question? | don’t know if we
have anyone fromcommerci al navigation here.
Roger. Thank you.

MR.  HABERLY: I think the general
qguestion was, if | interpreted it correctly,
is why is there a need for higher water
| evel s potentially towards the end of the
year ?

MR. STEWART: What was the justification
for the higher water |evels?

MR. HABERLY: What was the justification

for the higher water |evels.
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FLOOR: And we're bringing in the alien
species with these ships, and terrorist
risks.

MR. HABERLY: The seaway i s used heavily
by commer ci al navi gati on to bring
commodities to Canada and to the United
St at es. Water |evels also impact on the
amount of hydropower that can be generated
t hrough the power plants themselves. For
the commercial navigation study itself, we
| ooked at five years of shipping 1995-1999,
and during that five year period there were
approxi mately 28,000 vessels that actually
used the seaway system

So they're quite heavily utilizing the
St. Lawrence. This converts to somewhere
around 55 mllion tons of actual commodities
moving fromthe, from Montreal area up to,
t hrough the St. Lawrence through Lake
Ontario and into the United States and into
Canada. Some of the major flows that go
back and forth are iron ore comng from

Labrador, Quebec, going through the
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seaway, going to steel plants in Canada and
the United States. There is -- there’s iron
ore that comes through Clevel and and Tol edo
and there’'s a steel plant |ocated directly
at Toledo which would take iron ore, and
that’s shipped into the United States. The
seaway is also used for grain going out from
Lake Superior through the system for export
to Europe, two major movements. Grai n out,
iron ore in. Those are two of the major
uses of the seaway for commoditi es.

FLOOR: What’'s the dollar value?

MR. HABERLY: Doug m ght have some

i nsight on that.

MR. CUTHBERT: Thank you, Roger. My
name i s Doug Cuthbert. |'mthe Canadi an co-
director of the study. Roger is basically

the U.S. | eader of our commercial navigation
wor ki ng group. There is perhaps a m spl aced
concern t hat hydr opower and shi ppi ng
interests want high |levels on Lake Ontario.
Arleen, while I talk, if you could bring up

that screen that showed the desired |evels
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for commercial navigation.

Hydr opower themsel ves, in my
perspective, don’t want high water |evels.
They want flows down the river, but the
| evel s of Lake Ontario really don't affect
hydr opower at al | . But to say that
hydropower wants higher water |[evels | think
is incorrect. They want the flow down the
river. Whet her the levels are high or |ow,
it’s the flow that they are concerned about.

For navi gation, these figures  here
effectively say that if the elevation of

Lake Ontario is above 243.9, and that's a

foot below what it is right now, | we’'re at
246 roughly now. So it's two feet bel ow
what it is now. Then they’'re limted, then
they have to reduce shipping. But as | ong

as it’s above that figure, they don’'t have
any |imtation relative to their draft or
t heir shipping.

If it goes above 247.2 then they are
concerned with the high end. So on Lake

Ontario | think it’s a msnomer to say that
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commerci al shipping and hydropower want high
| evel s.

Now, down the St. Lawrence River it’'s
anot her story. From Montreal downstream
shipping certainly is affected by water
| evel s and I ow |l evels are a big concern down
there. Thank you.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Doug. |Is there
anyone else who wi shes to comment? Frank
Sci remammano of the Study Board.

MR. SCI REMAMMANCO: Frank Sciremammano.
" m also a member of the control board. I n
my 10 years on the control board, navigation
on Lake Ontario has never requested higher
| evel s and has generally, the effect of
navigation is really Montreal Harbor which
wants more water, which actually has the
effect of I owering Lake Ontario. So | think
that the question is a little m splaced for
navi gation and | would agree with the other
speakers on that.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Frank. Does

anyone else wish to address this issue? |If
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not, we can turn it back over to Marc Hudon
for another question from Duval. Marc.

MR. HUDON: Can you hear me?

MR. STEWART: Yes. Thank you.

MR. HUDON: Can you hear the
transl ation?

MR. MENUE (VI A TRANSLATOR): My name is
Cl aude Menue and | represent the group
called the Group of St. Lawrence users and
our reason for being is to have a group of
st akehol ders who are preoccupied by water
| evels in the St. Lawrence River and most of
us, or almost all of us have l|ived through
the impacts of the last five years, due to
the very I ow water | evels we’'ve seen. And
these situations have led us to learn to
understand the situation why did this
occurred and why has it happened three out
of the last six years, if memory serves me.
And we have done some research. W' ve done
a survey with the wusers, and these are
peopl e fromnavi gation, also people involved

wi t h coast al i nhabi tants, mari nas,
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hydroelectricity and many municipalities,
recreation and the environment, so |ust
about anything that can be considered as a
use of the river is represented in our group
and participates in our work. And our
survey has highlighted some things first.
When the |evel of the river designs bel ow
the chart zero, and that happened for | ong
periods in the l|last few years. There are
some very big difficulties for users. And
t hese situations have to be avoided at all
costs.

From an observation such as that one,
there is a common position that can be
summari zed as foll ows. The zero on the map
is the mnimum the m nimum acceptable for
uses of the St. Lawrence. And when | say
mnimum it means the mnimum threshold.
Everyt hi ng bel ow that is unacceptabl e due to
the i mpacts that it produces. And we could
describe the comfort |evel as being 30
centimeters or one foot above the zero of

the map because starting at one foot and
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above, the inmpacts are much |lesser. So this
position, we’ ve described it in a document,
as well as the results of our survey. I
have some copies with me if anybody wants
any. | will be pleased to give you a copy.

And we also wanted in our position, and is

treated,; the comm ssion has already
received a copy. We wanted to highlight
that the St. Lawrence interests can be
specific in many ways. Traditionally the

coastal wusers or various citizens groups,
especially in Lake Ontari o, may have shown
an awareness, a nmobilization that was
greater than that observed here, and we
wanted to counter this situation by creating
our group and by having a position that
represents the interests of the St. Lawrence
Ri ver. And |1’ ve briefly described it here,
but in my written document you will find a
more conmpl ete version

Now, concerning the study, |I’msurprised
that after three years that we haven't been

given any results of the work that has been
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done so far. I mean, we are now |ess than
one year away from the end of the study.
We're being consulted on the study. But
we’'re being offered a description of the
i ssues, but no results. We know from those
who follow the work closely that there are
some results that are known, even if they're
prelim nary.

Even if for the moment they describe
some trends more than certainty, | think
t hey shoul d have been gi ven further
consul tation because according to what we’ ve
been described, this weeks consultation, or
these days anyway, 1is the most i mportant
one in the process. And now is the time to
react.

But all we can do is react by saying,
well, you've forgotten this or that. It
woul d have been much nore interesting to be
able to react by saying, well, the results
that you’ve obtained or the trends that
you’ ve seen correspond or don’t correspond

to the expectations of +the stakehol ders.
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But right now we don’t have much meat to put
on the bones. And the website of the study
or the Joint Comm ssion isn’'t any nmore
el oquent on the results. We find some
generalities or very technical aspects, but
al most nothing on the results of the working
groups. And that’s a sad case. | mean, we
woul d have expected to have nore meat on the

bones in terms of consultation. Thank you.

MR. HUDON: Does anyone in the room here
want to comment on the reasons why there
aren’t any more data available on the
ongoi ng work? Andre Carpentier from the
study group and also from the control
comm ssi on.

MR. CARPENTI ER (VI A TRANSLATOR) : [’ m
surprised to hear M. Menue's comments,
especially when you say there aren’'t very
many results. In a presentation like this
one, we can’'t give you all the results.
What we wanted to do was to summarize them,

give you the highlights, giving you the
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lines and the metrics and all the results
are there.

The conclusions by the working groups
are represented in terms of requests for
revenues that need to be satisfied or
avoi ded, as we’ve mentioned that previously.
And the documentation is available on the
website or upon request. You must
understand that we can’'t, we can’'t present
all these results. Both for each interest
group. But they do exist. They are
avail abl e.

Now, the comment that there was a survey
in various stakeholders groups, well, the
Joint Comm ssion has received these results
and they have been included in the results
and comments that we will take into account
in our study.

MR. HUDON: Thank you, Andre.

MS. KENNEDY: Hel | o. My name i s El aine
Kennedy and I'm a member of the Public
| nterest Advisory Group. | just wanted to

add one point to Andre’s comments. Am 1l too
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| oud? Too fast. Oh, sorry. |l just wanted
to add a comment to Andre’s comments. And
that is that one of the things that we are
being very careful about is that our science
must be peer reviewed before we put it out
to the public. We want to make sure that
our science that we're basing our results
and our decisions upon has been revi ewed and
t herefore it S acceptabl e to ot her
scientists and therefore critical to the
scientific community. So | just wanted to
add that little bit to --

MR. HUDON: Henry, if you will allow us,

we had anot her comment from M. Tom
Mc Caul ey.

MR. STEWART: Al'l right. Thank vyou,
Mar c.

MR. HUDON: M. Tom McCaul ey,

MR. McCAULEY: | just wanted to say that
we’'re glad that you ve done this survey and
we consider it to be very important and the
results that you submtted was sent, there

are people at the other end who are aware
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because they received them as well as the
co-chairs, as well as the nmodeling group.

And we want to keep -- we want to keep
the study as transparent as possible from
t he outset. We received as much important
data as possi bl e. And since you're a group
with many interests, we are very happy and
satisfied to include it in the study for the
preparation and the eval uation of our plans.

MR. HUDON: Thanks, Tom Okay, Henry.
Before | pass it on to you, | have a small
request to make.

MR. STEWART: Yes.

MR. HUDON: We have the best transl ator
people here at this end, but there is smoke
com ng out of their boots. So |I’m wondering

if you guys can speak a little bit slower to

hel p us.

MR. STEWART: Certainly. I think
everyone could hear that and we will note
that, as you can tell we ve having very

significant efforts put forward to have

translation occur in this technological

Associ ated Reporting Service
(716) 885-2081



|I\) N |I\) — |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |H |I—‘
o |o o |w R O W | N ©® ;R w N e

|I\)
(O8]

| JC- PI AG- GREECE- DORVAL 57

circumstance of the teleconference.

We really have sought, and it’s
necessary, of <course, to speak with our
international study to have everything be
accessible to people of Dboth |anguages
i nvolved, particularly French and Engli sh.
So as you can tell, that makes for some
sl owdown, but it’s very vital to our
process. Does anyone wi sh to respond at all
to the question. Then we can move on to a
guestion from the audi ence here. And sir,
t hat woul d be great. Thank you.

MR. MOORE: My name is Jack Moore. We
have a cottage down in Troutburg, which is
just west of Ham in Beach on Lake Ontari o,
near Orl| eans County Line Road. The cottage
has been in the famly since the 1800's. It
was built by relatives. | can remember as a
kid when we had a huge beach. We haven’t
had a shoreline there in recent years. |It’s
just all eroded. We’ ve had to put rocks in
every year to -- we |lost a |ot of ground.

We’ve | ost tons. And my question, and

Associ ated Reporting Service
(716) 885-2081



|I\) N |I\) — |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |H |I—‘
o |o o |w R O W | N ©® ;R w N e

|I\)
(O8]

| JC- PI AG- GREECE- DORVAL 58

again, since this last storm of a week ago

that came in fromthe east, it did even nore
damage to -- the water level is very high
now. We just |ost our steps over the
weekend. And |I’m wondering, I can’t
under st and, we’ ve never been able to

understand why the water is kept as high as
it is. Why it isn't closer to the 243
| evel . And our feeling is that your
statistics probably go back to the ‘50's
when the St. Lawrence Seaway was built, when
t hey probably should be going back a | ot
farther.

So if somebody could address that. |’ d
just like to know if there are any plans
since the last stormto drop it down before
we have nmore erosion, because we have a very
serious er osi on problem right now if

somet hing isn’'t done.

(Appl ause)
MR. STEWART: Thank you for that. In
that regard, | don’'t know whether Frank or

Doug or anyone el se, Pete Zuzak. All right.
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MR. ZUZAK: My name is Pete Zuzak,
agai n. l’m a coastal scientist with the
coastal technical working group. W have a
slide in front of us here in Rochester. |t
may be difficult to see the years along the
X axis or along the bottom | believe it’'s
the last century. So we have from 1900 in
the |ower left corner, to 2000 in the far
ri ght hand corner. On the left hand axis
you have supply of water to Lake Ontario,
and as you can see, 1900 to approximately
1950 there was a steady decline in the
supply of water.

And that is the single most inportant
factor in the |level of Lake Ontario, prior
to regul ation. This is one of the reasons
you had a significant beach in front of your
property. The |l evels, the supply of water
to the system was decreasing, and thus the
| ake | evel s were on the | ower side.

Around 1960 the dam came into play and
then shortly after, in the md 1960's you

have that second spi ke or drop. And again,

Associ ated Reporting Service
(716) 885-2081



|I\) N |I\) — |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |H |I—‘
o |o o |w R O W | N ©® ;R w N e

|I\)
(O8]

| JC- PI AG- GREECE- DORVAL 60

we had some near record | ow supplies. And
agai n, that provided for very low |levels on
Lake Ontario. Regul ati on has an i mpact on
the water | evels you see, but the overriding
factor is the supply of water to the system
Now, since the md ‘60's the supply of water
to the system has been steadily increasing,
as you can see on the graph, until the spike
t hat we have in, near the change of the | ast
century.

So one of the biggest factors, and the
reason everyone is talking about the high
| evel s of the |ast several decades is not
because there’s a conspiracy for higher
| evel s, not because the |ake is being
regul ated, as Doug mentioned, higher for
shi ppi ng. There’s simply a | ot more water
in the system |It’s a natural process.

It’s related to the gl obal climate
factors, mesoscale climate factors, and
that’s the biggest reason, one of the
bi ggest reasons for the fact that you' ve

seen |l ess beach in front of your property.
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There are other factors related to sand
and the occurrence of sand, and one of the
unfortunate ones is the developnment --
construction of shoreline protection
structures. The more people armor their
shoreline, the less erosion there is, and

the |l ess sand there is available to build

beaches. So there is a give and take
situation there. As we develop the
shoreline and mor e of it goes from
agricul tural | ands to residential, the

val ues increase, and people want to protect
their | ands. The impact of that though is
there’s | ess sand available in the systemto
build beaches. And that’'s one of the
unfortunate things we're seeing on this
| ake. It’s been going on quite extensively
on some of the other | akes, |ike Lake Erie
now, for quite some time.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Pete, and then
Doug Cut hbert.

MR. CUTHBERT: We in the study team --

it’s Doug Cut hbert again, the Canadi an study
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director, we're very much aware that one of
the reasons for the study is the concern in
this area of Lake Ontario of shoreline
erosion and the |oss of shoreline, and the
threat to buil dings. That’ s been | oud and
clear. And probably if it wasn't for that
we woul dn’t be here tonight.

The regulation plan right now acts to
keep the levels |ower than they naturally
woul d have been. And the plot that you see
up here shows what the levels are actually
in red. If there was no regulation they
would be the Ilines in Dblue. So the
regul ation plan has acted to | ower the water
| evel s, the high |evels that you have, added
on the other side to increase |low |evels.
The question is, do we use the control dams
to the degree that they're able to | ower
them further?

Is that a solution to the problem?
Well, certainly it would have repercussi ons
on many other interests but it would in the

short term probably reduce the erosion on
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the shoreline. In the |longer terms, depends
on the nature of your shoreline. Your
shoreline may be eroding on a long term
basis regardl ess of what water |evels are

And I woul d suggest t hat wi t h the
information that Pete Zuzak and the study

has now, there’'s an ability to wunderstand

t hat what’'s happening in this shoreline, in
the Rochester Greece area, in a way that
we’ ve never had that ability before.

Through your technol ogy, the modeling,

t he under st andi ng of t he coast a
geomor phol ogy has been advanced in the
study to know what’s going on. Now, what

the solutions are, ‘there’'s a range of
di fferent solutions, but at least, | think
we can understand what’'s happening on the
shoreline. Thank you.

MR. STEWART: Thank vyou, Doug. Mr .
W lcox fromthe environmental group

MR. W LCOX: Thank you, Henry. | have
just two comments. | agree with things that

Pete has said and what Doug has said, but a
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perspective on this. The control board
right nowis doing what it’s required to do,
following the current regulation plan. The
reason we are here tonight, if there were
| ow supplies, the control board is going to
try to keep the water high. I f there are
hi gh supplies we would try and keep them
| ow. They don’t have the ability under the
current plan to do something different than
t hat .

The purpose for this whole $25 mllion
study is to generate a plan that will allow
the control board to do something different
if they see a need to do it, to protect any
interest, and that’s very critical.

|”d like to add to what Pete said in the
supply curve. We’'ve done work on the upper
Gr eat Lakes | ooking at climate change
t hrough history through paleo methods and
have an over 4,000 year record of | ake |evel
hi story. What you’'re seeing there, the up
and down in the supplies of water have been

going on, it’s a natural process, being
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going on for thousands of years. So we have
to deal with that. And it is the supplies
of water com ng into the |ake that drive
| ake | evel s, and we can’t change it.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Doug W I cox.
Does anyone el se have any comment about the
same subject? Frank Sciremammano.

MR. SCI REMAMMANO: | think the other
speakers have covered it pretty well, but I
wanted to tal k about the i mmedi ate situation
from the control board' s point of view
We're well aware of what’s going on. As you
know, the remnants of the hurricane dunped a
| ot of water. We had a cool, wet summer.
We’'re now about 10-1/2 inches above the
| ong-term average. We're meeting next
Tuesday and Wednesday and we’'re going to
| ook forward about six months. The | ast
time we did that, the last two times we did
that, the critical period was in the fall
when we thought we’d need extra water for
Montreal. Now we have a | ot of extra water.

So my anticipation is, we wll have a
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di scussion next week in anticipation of
hopefully providing some relief so that we
don’t have a problem next spring. So that
deals with the i mmedi ate situation.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Frank. Does
anyone else have any comment or monol ogue
with respect to that 1ssue? Al'l  right.
Marc, we’'re ready for you next.

MR. HUDON: Thank you very much, Henry.
Can you hear me?

MR. STEWART: Yes. Thank you.

MR. HUDON: | think we have a gentl eman
who has a questi on.

MR. MALVAIR (VI A TRANSLATOR): Hi . My
name is Paul Malvair. I’"’m the regiona
director of the food and Fisheries for the

department, for the government of Quebec

It is our responsibility, originally, we
were based in Colette, to put out a
commercial fishing license as well as the

devel opment of commercial fishing along the
river. One of our <concerns is to know

whet her there has been a study made of the
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i mpact on water | evels on spawni ng
Sturgeons and other fishes in the river and
near the shores, |like St. Catherine’ s in
particular and other shores of the St.

Lawrence River and have the inmpacts of
commercial fishing with regard to water
| evel s. s it possible to invest money to

study this?

MR. HUDON: |Is there someone who will
answer that question for us? State your
name.

MR. LAFANE (VI A TRANSLATOR): Pet er
Laf ane. I"m in Canada. Yes, we have

devel oped a model for the estimate and the

habitats for the different species. W th
regards to reproduction, there was certain
species on which we concentrated, there is
the pike, perch. There has been a | ot of
energy put into estimating the reproductions

of the habitats of species. So, nothing has

been made in particular for commerci al
fishing, but we have made some -- The nodel
wor ks pretty well, and we coll aborated with
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ot her groups, soit’s a -- and we are al ways
in a back and forth type of communication
with the study groups.

MR. HUDON: Anot her comment from Madame
Christian Jones.

MS. JONES (VI A TRANSLATOR: We’ ve al so

t aken recent studies on the large pike in

di fferent areas and certain spawni ng
grounds, in order to <coordinate water
| evels with the different pike. We’ ve al so

done some studies from Quebec, that give us
a 30 year study of the abundance of
different fishes and we’ve noticed the
abundance. We’ ve been able to relate the
type of different species according to water
| evel s. And finally, this work has
become the basis or formed the basis for
t he el aboration of di fferent factors,
i ndicators that have come into play in
different models and projections that have
been made. To come back to commerci al
fishing, | mentioned; we did not give any

particul ar attention to the commerci al
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aspects. That is something that we should
listen to.

MR. HUDON: Thank you. Are there other
comments on the same point? All right. Yes,
there’'s someone who wants to make a comment
on that same subject.

MR. CLAUDE MARCELS (VI A TRANSLATOR): |

know that there are studies that are
bei ng made, but what do those studies say?
We have a very, a |lot of water, we have a
very strong growth and abundance of fish.
So those are studies that come in support of
all that has been observed in the big
rivers, where we have a floodable plain
area, and so the more water flows in the
more fish that can access the | arger habit at
and the more the younger of these fishes
have success and can survive to the adult
st age. So in the prospect of wet |ands and
fish habitat is connected to the stream
water influx into the system and the natur al
fluctuation of water |evels throughout the

wor | d. And we need to have a raising of
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water levels in the spring and then a
| owering of the levels toward the end of
summer, a hydrology system and we have
vari ation throughout the year.

The performance indicators are going to
be devel oped to underline the inmportance of
t hose different hydrol ogical factors on the
recruiting of different fish species. Thank
you.

MR. HUDON: Thank you. Are there any
ot her comment s on this same subject?
Ot herwise it’s back to you.

MR. STEWART: Thank you. Woul d anyone
here from the study team wish to make any
comment or follow-up with respect to that
i ssue? If not, we can move on to another
guestion. Sir, thank you very much.

MR. LOWE: My name is Rob Lowe. I’ m a
| akeshore resident. M question is, when it
comes to regulating | ake levels do you give
equal or wunequal weighting to the various
st akehol der i nterests? The ones [’ m

t hi nki ng about are power, envi ronment ,
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coastal, riparian, shipping and recreation?

MR. STEWART: Thank you. That’'s a very
good question. | think it’s at the heart of
a lot of the issues that +the technical
wor ki ng groups are working on both together
and i ndividually. And Gene Stakhiv, the
U.S. co-lead, will be able to answer that.

MR. STAKHIV: There are two parts, two
parts to that answer. One is, we're
devel oping the Ilonger term new operating
rul es. Both the criteria and the fl ows,
whi ch woul d give more or |ess equal weight
to all of the interest groups, including
recreational boating and shoreline, because
right now in the orders of approval, there
are really only three purposes for which the
control board shoul d be gi ving
consi deration.

But the control board itself, the actual
deci si ons, week to week, day to day
deci sions, actually does give weight to all
six factors, which is why you have plan 58-

DD, with deviations. And in fact, they
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devi ate considerably probably 50% of the
time from the actual rules of the game, to
take into account recreational boati ng,

shoreline, shoreline damages, and even the

environment. And in the new plan that we're
devel oping, all six purposes will be given
equal weight. Economcs. Well, you saw one
of -- the first guideline we had there was,
we woul d devel op pl ans t hat are

environmental |l y sustai nabl e and that produce
the greatest econom c benefits as well.

MR. STEWART: One circumstance that |
have had occasion to observe as a member of
the Public Interest Advisory Group is that
in the economcs of wvaluing the wvarious
aspects of benefit or | oss, there have been
i ssues that have come up with respect to,
how does one value I|oss of a property
owner’s | and versus how does one value | oss
of certain aspects of how much shipping
wei ght can be put on in terms of a |oad onto
commerci al navigation, and all that.

And how does one determ ne how to best
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make it legitimate, accurate and competitive
bet ween what those |osses are. And |’ ve
been particularly interested in how the
econom c team has | ooked at that and how
the various technical working groups have
| ooked at it. They try to be very
conscientious about that and | think that
m ght have some bearing on answering the
guestion as well. Does anyone else have
anything to respond or to add to what Gene
has mentioned? |Is this a follow-up to that
i ssue? Yes? Thank you.

MR. QUI CK: James Quick from Wbl cott,
New Yor k. Riparian. Been there since 1957.
A couple years back John Gangus from the

Corps of Engineers came and visited me and

saw our problems. Il"m hoping that the
people on the study groups will also come
and see each one of these individual
probl ems al ong the way. We have a problem

on the south shore of the | ake because we
have predom nant wi nds from the northwest.

Obvi ously that doesn’'t affect the Canadi an
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nei ghbors up to the north. We used to get
relief from Toronto back in the ‘50's when
we had a south wind for about three days,
and there was 3,000, 000 boaters up there.

MR. STEWART: Thank you very much. I's
there any other follow-up or response with
respect to that issue? Questions? Pet e
Zuzak from the coastal processes group.
Thank you, Pete.

MR. ZUZAK: | think, just to respond to
t he question of erosion and it was addressed
earlier by the other gentl eman. As far as
what we have done. And my group, the
coastal group has been addressing these

i ssues of the privately owned parcels al ong

the | ake. One of the things we ve done,
| ast summer | personally flew around the
| ake in a helicopter, and | saw everybody’s
property around the | ake. So we are very

famliar with the issues you have. We have
studi ed your problems extensively in the
field. W’ ve taken measurements. We’ ve

used conmputer tools, the best avail able
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science to wunderstand why the shoreline
erodes, what drives that erosion. It’s
primarily the storms and the wi nd-driven
waves.

And we’ ve made recommendati ons. You saw
the black line earlier. Could we go to
that, to the line of the criteria. We' ||
see that the, the black line there used, it
has two el evations in the slope. One of the
things that we’'re recommending, starting
with January at the beginning on the |left
hand slide, that’s our wupper level, the
upper threshold, and that's close to two

feet |l ower than the current operating range.

So we're making recommendations and
trying to make great strides forward to
recommend | evels that are going to be | ower
than the current operating range and wil
provide some relief to shoreline erosion
So there has been a tremendous effort going
into this issue. | want to make that clear.

The | evels that we're recommendi ng have to
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increase in the summer when the supplies are
com ng up. In May through August we have
more relief for hi gher | evel s because
there’'s | ess stormactivity.

So we're giving different |levels at
different times of the year to account for
the storm activity and we're trying to make
recommendations that will help give sonme
relief to the shoreline erosion problem

MR. SCI REMAMMANO: Frank Sciremammano
fromthe study board. | just want to point
out, and maybe Dan can help me with that
poi nter, that the recommendati ons com ng out
of this study in terms of the coastal is,

right now the upper |imt is 247.3 roughly

up here, throughout the year. Upper limt
of the regulation range. So basically the
contr ol has mandated and the plan s

designed to keep it below that through the
year.

So you see that already we're getting at
| east a recommendation and feedback and

recognition of the problems that are on the
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shoreline, that that should be | owered,
especially during the storm season. So that
will be factored in, along with all the
ot her requests. But there is a response to
the issue. There is an understanding of the
i ssue. And this is what the science tells
us would be best in terms of helping to
alleviate it. Now, how that gets factored
in and what the final result will be will be
di scussed over the next year and a half.
But that input is in there right now.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Frank
Sciremammano and al so Pete Zuzak, and Doug
Wlcox from the environmental technica
wor ki ng group has a comment.

MR. W LCOX: There’s another component
to erosion. It’s not just high water |evels
and storm events, but it’s rebuilding the
shorelines. And shorelines naturally in all
the upper |akes during low |[|ake Ilevel
periods, sand has come to shore and bl own
up, and recreates beaches, recreates

dunes. We need to have occasional | ow | ake

Associ ated Reporting Service
(716) 885-2081



|I\) N |I\) — |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |H |I—‘
o |o o |w R O W | N ©® ;R w N e

|I\)
(O8]

| JC- PI AG- GREECE- DORVAL 78

| evels in order to do that. The current
regul ation plan along with a period of high
supplies has not allowed that to happen. If
we have |ow supplies in the future and a
regul ation plan that allows |ake levels to
go | ow periodically, some of your shoreline
property can potentially rebuild, provided

t hey have a supply of sediment to do that.

We need a plan that will allow that to
happen.
MR. STEWART: Thank you, Doug. Any

ot her comments? Yes, sir.

MR. MACK: Ray Mack, M A-C-K, from
Ham i n. As part of this study, will you be
sharing this with the Army Corps of
Engi neers and the DEC, because if the result
of this comes back that many of the property
owners are not happy, we are going to need
permtting in order to protect our property.
Okay.

Now, will this go to the Army Corps or
the DEC with an enmphasis to say, we' ve

decided to put it at this |level and expedite
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permtting because if anybody’'s got permts
in here in the past, they could take upwards
of a year, and you can watch a |ot of your
property erode, your homes, and so forth.
Thank you.

MR. STEWART: Thank you. Doug Cut hbert.

MR. CUTHBERT: Thank you for asking that
guestion. Doug Cuthbert again, the Canadi an
co-director. There is a member of the board
who is fromthe New York DEC, so the DEC has
been plugged in right from the beginning
But there’s also been discussions with DEC
to provide the information that Pete Zuzak
has descri bed that they're | ooking at in the
coastal zone work. From my perspective |
would like to see all of that information
made available to the DEC as well as in the
Province of Ontario those agencies that are
responsi ble for permtting so that they can
take advantage of that time. Now, the
challenge is to make it happen effectively
but that’s been our attenpt.

MR. STEWART: Thank vyou, Doug. Dan
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Barl etta.

MR. BARLETTA: You all know me, |[|’'ve
been talking tonight. | just want to
mention, your comments. |’ ve gone through

the same thing, trying to get permts.
These gentlemen heard me say that. | said
the same thing to comm ssioner Folsomthis
afternoon. The comments have been there.
They’' re getting this and they're going to

keep getting it from me personally.

MR. STEWART: Thank vyou, Dan. Gene
St akhi v.

MR. STAKHI V: Let me beat this dead
horse. We had a meeting just |ast night

with representatives from DEC, with the
Corps of Engineers, discussing these very

i ssues, telling themthat the results of the

model s, all of this information should be
pl ugged into that decision-making. So
they’'re aware of it. Whet her -- but it
al ways takes time. Any bureaucracy it will

take time before it finally penetrates, but

we’'ve initiated the process and we’'ve got a
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couple of persistent fellows who are very
interested in making sure that this happens.

There’s anot her program that the Corps
has that you need to be aware of. It’s
called the Advanced Measures Program |If we
know t hat we have very high | ake | evels and
there’s a | ot of water comng in, and we're

entering into the, let’s say the storny
wi nter season, you can actually ask for an
expedited permt to build up your
protection, shore protection. But you have
to denmonstrate that the conditions are going
to be extraordinary. And that’s been
i nvoked several times over the past decade
that | know of. The |l ast high flood season
that we had | think in 97 or *98. So
that’ s another program that you could use.
And you could turn to the Buffalo District
for assistance on that. And we have a
representative her e from the Buffalo
District, Tony Eberhardt.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Gene. I

m ght, Marc, just interject one question
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that was left with me by an individual who
had to | eave because it does follow up with
respect to this topic and it may just be
gui ckly addressed. It was addressed in part
by Gene’s answer. But a woman by the name
of Mary Voelkl, V-O-E-L-K-L, from Edgemere
Drive in Greece, asked the question, when
the plan is finalized, and whatever plan
that may be is adopted, will the public be
made well aware ahead of time, for example,
as to which years there mght be the
greatest high |level or the least |ow |evel,
so that the public, particularly the
property owners, can plan for that high
| evel or low |level and be able to know the
reason for such to come about. That foll ows
| think with what we were tal king about so |
interject this now, if there could be an
answer to that.

MR. CUTHBERT: Doug Cut hbert again.
There’s no reason why not. That’s | guess
jumpi ng ahead a bit into the operational

side of it, but that’s something that I
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expected we would be able to address and
recommend at the implementation stage. So
t hanks for the comment.

MR. STEWART: Thank vyou, Doug. Any
ot her responses? |Is this a follow-up to the
same topic? If we could return, we really
need in fairness to return to Duval, Canada
to et them ask a question and then you can
be next after that. Marc in Duval, can you
hear us?

MR. HUDON: Yes, Henry. We have a
comment on the same subject before we go to
anot her questi on.

MR. STEWART: Thank you.

MS. KENNEDY: This i1s Elaine Kennedy
from the Public Interest Advisory Group.
One of the things that we have, we on the
public group have discussed is the idea that
we woul d make recommendati ons to the contr ol
board about their communication plans. And
so therefore, one of the things that we
definitely recommended was some sort of way

of communi cating better with the public, and
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hopefully that |ady’'s concerns would be
addressed in a better communi cation plan for
t he control board.

MR. HUDON: Henry, we have a comment
from anot her person.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Mark.

MR. CARPENTI ER: Yes. Just followng

on that. |’ m Andre Carpentier from the
control board. | just want to note that we
are doing right now some forecasting of
| evel s that, you know, we are expecting.
But the big issue of that is the uncertainty
of the water supplies. The U.S. Corps of
Engi neer and Canada also did some
forecasting for the next three, four nmonths,
but you can see that there is a range of
| evel s where we can be.

That everything depends on wat er
supplies. So even with the new plan, we can
again do better communication but with
al ways levels that will fluctuate between
hi gh supplies and | ow supplies. | don’t

think we can expect that the next time that
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we will have, | would say one of the teams
forecasting the reasons -- Mot her Nat ure
will still be the | eader.

MR. HUDON: Merci, Henry. Thank you,
Andre, for commenting on that same subject.

SAM ST. MARTI N: The recreational boating
and the tourism technical working group.
And | would I|ike to ask the people in
Greece, what is the |owest, what is really
the Ilevel you'd I|like to have. ls it
something |ike 220 feet?
(Laught er and appl ause)

MR. ST. MARTI N: Because |’ve hearing

about too high, you know, the levels are

much too high, but if you go down, and I’'m
quite sure a | ot of people would like to see
it down 220 feet. Then how far would you

have to walk to your boat?
(Laught er and appl ause)
MR. HUDON: Any other comment on this
particul ar point? Ot herwi se, I guess,
Henry, we’'ll go with our next question, if

there i s one.
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MR. LAPI ERRE JURONE (SIC): LaPierre
Jurone, I'm from the Priority Intervention
Zone -- (unintelligible)

When you presented the water | evels, the
wat er | evel s for hi gh water for the
environment and pleasure boating and the
ot her elements that you mentioned, there’'s
one observation, or a question that came to
m nd. Since the end of the ‘70's we see the
| evel s drop year in year out, so this is a
drought basically. So this frees up some
shoreline that is under the influence of the
pressure of some contractors and | mean,
peopl e have been asking for construction
permts in zero to 20 year |evels.

So your forecast for water |evels for
the next 20 years will they be modified if a
hi gher | evel creates damage to those houses
t hat have been built in the zero to 20 year
area. I mean, some houses are built there
because the fl ood maps haven’'t been designed
yet. So nothing keeps a township from

buil ding there.
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Anot her question, are there any maps
that allow you to see the impact of these
houses in these potential flood plains to
know t he i mpact or the damages that m ght be
caused? So that’s my question. The high
| evel s that you define for the environment
do they take into account these houses that
have been built illegally possibly, |
apol ogi ze for that word, you know, there are
some in Lake St. Clair and some in Montreal
even. So that’s the question that 1'd |ike
to ask.

MR. HUDON: So can anyone give an answer ?

MR. Duwaul (sic): Hi , Il " m
(unintelligible) Duwal , I wor k for
Environment Canada. | worked on the flood
plain issues. And all | can say or all |

can respond is that the position of each
property or each house is known. First we
established the 100 year flood plain and the
20 year flood plain. Af terwards we’ ve
identified each house in these two flood

plains and this gave us the magni fi cent
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total of 5,000 buildings of all sizes,
shapes, whatever, that we built in these
fl ood plains.

Now, the way we are going to work to
establish the performance indicators is that
while we know the municipal evaluation of
each of these properties, so that if ever
there’s a flood, well, we ve established
some curves of |ocal damage applicable to
t he whole portion , for those dwellings in
the river portion.

So with these levels, these anticipated
|l evels, we're able to estimate damage on
each property. These results were compil ed
at the municipal |level so that for a given
wat er | evel at each hydrometric station that
you Il find in the river, we're able to
state which flood damage there will be to
the buildings in each municipality.

Now, these are the performance criteria
t hat have been established. | don’'t know if
it answers your question because this was in

the | egislative frameworKk.
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MR. HUDON: Does Christain want to say

somet hi ng?

MS. CHRI STI AN HUDON(SIC): W' Il " m
Christian Hudon from t he t echni cal
environment working group. I work for

Envi ronment Canada.

So in the greater Montreal area there
was a net | oss of 80% of the wetl ands due to
urban sprawl eating away year in and year
out for residential construction. We now
see that at each low |l evel period we can see
an increase of this sprawl because people
simply take over the available shoreline
We build a cottage and then when the water
| evel s are too |ow, we increase the size of
the cottage, and eventually we build
foundati ons. At some point the <cottage
becomes a second home, and eventually a
first home.

So, the people who built in the flood
pl ain know it. They know they’'re taking a
chance. It’s a chance they’ ' re taking. And

when the river takes over it’'s rights, as
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well often see in the case of inmportant
fl oods that occur each spring when people
are flooded out and they conmplain. And it’s
under st andabl e, because we’ ve acquired sonme
rights which we have tried to take fromthe
river.

But eventually the river will take back
what we borrowed fromit. Borrowed is the
word. And | want to emphasize the fact that
the coastal owners have taken over sone
rights and they demand that the |evels be
regulated on the low side to avoid their
being fl ooded. lt’s their property, it’s
| egitimate, but the wetlands don’t vote.
They are not asking for anything, they are
not clai m ng anything. And this is what we
see everywhere along the shores of the
river, and this is the trend, due to the
fact that water |evels are |ower and | ower,
and soon we will have a magnificent river
with cement walls on either side and no
| onger any wetl ands. Thank you very much.

MR. HUDON: (unintelligible)
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MALE VOI CE: So thank vyou for the

comments and the answer, but | would go
further. Thi s raises the i ssue of
responsibility. And the value |evels that
you’' ve established, who will be responsible
for them? Knowi ng that public safety,

Quebec public safety washes its hands each
year of the funds they have to conpensate
riverside properties.

So what’'s the solution, what’'s the
avenue that you' ve 1imagined between the
criteria to protect the environment on the
one hand, who will be responsible? WII the
muni ci palities, are they aware of all of

that? Were they made aware?

And the second thing | would say, what
will we privilege between the environment
and have a criteria of flexibility or of

elasticity in your presentation? So what

wi |l decide which has priority?

MALE VOI CE: Well | can’t speak to
responsibility. What | know about the | aw,
and | don’t know much, is that in the zero
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to 20 year zone, there is a plan that exists
BUT to my know edge there are no new
buil dings in that area. | mean, you’ ve got
exi sting buildings but no new ones, at | east
t heoretically. And there are some criteria
or some rules of expropriation that have
been di ct at ed by the Depart ment of
Envi ronment t hat are really specific if a
buil ding has more than 50% damage and it’s
| ocated in the zero to 20 flood plain, while
it’s theoretically expropriated.

| say theoretically because all the
owner has to do is no request for indemity
and no one will bother him

MR. HUDON: Henry before we go back to
you we have one | ast comment, probably, on
the same topic.

MALE VOI CE: |”ve worked with the study
group on water use, but it’s not for this
group that |I'm respondi ng. It’s the work
| ve done at municipal affairs in the past.
In fact, the municipalities are al ways aware

t hat people are building on the shoreline.
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That is part of the game. There are some
promoters who exert pressure so that these
buil di ngs can be built.

Unfortunately, | think the situation was
wel |l described, sometimes, many of these
buil di ngs sometimes are flooded out, and of
course then you try to get compensation
But in general the municipalities are not
able to support these indemities. So maybe
the larger cities are able to conmpensate
partially. And we hope that the state wil
do so. And we know that the government in
Quebec, the funds are limted, and we have

had health problems, education problems. So

many of you have issues |ike that, but
people who live in these flood plains wil

have to get use to taking chances. And i f
they’'re flooded out, they’'ll have to live

with their flood without being conpensat ed.

MR. HUDON: Thank you. Are there any
ot her comments from Dorval ? Henry, we go
back to you

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Marc. Doug,
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did you have a comment to follow up on that
or a question?

MR. CUTHBERT: | have a question.

MR. STEWART: Okay. Is there any
comment to follow up on this or any response
from the study team? Al'l right. I know
that the gentleman in the back had a
guestion. | don’t know whether, if we could
defer for a moment first. Thank you.

MR. MOORE: Thank you. "Il try and
make it fast here. Jack Moore, again. I
guess the question | have is, when you have
storms, all of a sudden the | ake rises up so
fast. Why can’t, why can’t we |let the water
out of the dams? Why do we have to wait and
have another study and get together. There
ought to be a control.

If the water |level rises drastically
within a week’s period, l|like a foot or a
couple feet, they ought to be letting it out
at the other end. | don’t wunderstand why
t hat can’t happen.

(Appl ause)
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MR. STEWART: Thank you for t hat
guesti on. | believe Frank Sciremammano
who’s on the Study Board and as he menti oned
is also on the control board, would be a
very good person to answer that.

MR. SCI REMAMMANO: | don’t need that.
Actually 1 do need it. That’s a good
guestion and part of the problemis just the
physics of +the situation, the amount of
wat er that we’'re dealing with.

If, for instance, we want to get the
| ake down, this slide shows, the | ake down

by two centimeters over a course of one

week, and that’'s not a | ot. Okay. You’' re
talking a |lot more than that. But if we
wanted to do that, in Montreal it would
rai se their |level by 23 centimeters. Ri ght

behind the dam which is this area, the dam
is sitting here, it would drop by 30
centi meters.

The multiplier 1 Ilike to use is 10.
Whatever we do on the |ake, the effect

downstream is 10 ti mes. So if we want to
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get a foot off the | ake quickly, we’re going
to raise Montreal by 10 feet during that
same period. That’'s the difficulty. That’'s
why we try and anticipate what’s going to
happen and do things slowly so that we don’t
flood them out while we're trying to
alleviate the situation up here. But the
problem is just the amount of water in a
bottl eneck, getting it through, if that
makes any sense.

FLOOR: Can’t we sell it to Las Vegas?

(Laught er)

MR. SCI REMAMMANO: Oh, that’s a whole
‘not her 1issue. But the idea is, it takes
time to get it out.

MR. STEWART: Hopefully since that
answers that question quickly and we have
anot her gentleman waiting to as a question
right at the m crophone. Doug Dobson?

MR. DOBSON: Thank you, Henry. My name
i s Doug Dobson, D-O-B-S-O-N. In addition to
being the |l egislator that represents eight

m |l es of shoreline along Lake Ontario al
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the way down to the Genesee River, | also
live on Lake Ontario shoreline. My question
is to the gentleman at our board, coasta
experts.

What is the expected outcome of waves
t hat occur probably twice a day in the range
of two to eight foot high, on ice wall, or
ice buildup along the shoreline, at various
| evels, low |levels and high |levels? Would
one anticipate that at high levels with
waves comng in twice a day in the range of
two to eight foot, would the ice act as a
battering ram on structures, and at |ow
| evel s woul d one expect the ice to act more
as a claw and pull the shoreline and cause
greater erosion?

| would be interested in knowi ng what
the scientific and coast al experts’
Vi ewpoi nts of these on the i nmpact of
constant wave action with ice at various
| evel s.

MR. STEWART: Thank you. Doug, | know

that Pete Zuzek hopefully heard most of
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t hat . | don’t know whether you heard all
the question, Pete, enough to answer it,
with respect to the issue of ice formation
as well as wave action.

MR. ZUZEK: "1l try and if | don’t hit
it on the head, maybe you can reiterate and
we'll try it the second time.

My name is Pete Zuzek, coastal technical
wor ki ng group. lce, if it’s thick enough
and it’s shorefast, in the sense that it’'s
sitting on the near shore, not on the
shoreline, and it goes out a fair |ength,
say a hundred feet, is definitely vyour
friend in the wintertime, because that ice
will block the incomng wave energy from

reaching the shore, from smashing into your

sea walls and causi ng damage. So,
if there
i s a
signific
a n t
vol ume
of ice
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ther e,
It 7 s
definite
ly your
friend
in t he
winterti
me.

If there is a smaller volume, and |
won't try to really define what small means,

because every area of the | ake is different.

The geol ogy of vyour shoreline will also
i mpact how the ice interacts. So whet her
you have sand or bedrock or clay, will have

some i mpact on how that ice interacts with
t he waves.

There has been some Iliterature that
suggests, and in the spring when the ice
thaws, if it is shorefast and you have cl ay,
for example, or you have sand, that parts of
the bottom can be thrust up from the | ake
and carried off with the ice. That’'s a

very, there's a very small pi ece of
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literature on that, and quite frankly, our
feeling at our company is that the benefits
of ice far outweigh the, some of those
occasions when it can be detrimental and

actually scour out the bottom of the shore.

Sointhe long term ice is your friend.
There may be some | ocations around the | ake
or on the river, particularly where there
are floes, and you have ice moving with the
river current, where the ice chunks can
scour out the bottom but for Lake Ontario
in general terms, ice is a good thing.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Pete. Frank

Sciremammano also has a response to that

gquestion.

MR. SCI REMAMMANO: " m not so sure it’s
a response as a clarification. Doug, if |
heard you right, it’s anot her ferry

guestion. Was that right? What effect will
the ferry wake -- that’s what you were
sayi ng, have on the ice formation?

MR. DOBSON: Well, I"m more interested
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in knowi ng what constant wave action, you
know, caused twi ce a day --

MR. SCI REMAMMANCO: By the ferry though?

MR. DOBSON: Well, all right, but |
didn’t want to, | didn't want to go there.

(Laughter)

MR. SCI REMAMMANO: The reason | think we
need to be very explicit, we’ ve had at | east
four people bring up the ferry tonight. I
was al so handed a letter with some pictures.
We heard it. | ve heard it. | ve gotten a
number of phone calls, gotten a number of
emails. We're going to -- if we can’t do it
in this study we’'re going to try to figure
out who’s responsible for that and try to
get to the bottom of it. That’s all we can
say.

(Appl ause)

MR. SCI REMAMMANO: We heard that the
ferry is an issue, and |’ve heard it. Just
i ke you, we are frustrated over who we
actually talk to about that.

So, but we will followup on it and I’1]I
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make sure that we do. And | don’t think
you’ ve studied isolated waves from wakes of
boats necessarily, twice a day wakes as a

separate item But if we can do somet hing

we will, and if not, we'll find out whoever
can. But we heard you that the ferry is an
issue and we’'ll try and get to it.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Frank. Pete?

MR. ZUZEK: Again, Pete Zuzek. Just to
foll ow up. There is a vast body of
[iterature on fast ferry impacts, both fast
ferries from an engineering standpoint, and
the impact of fast ferries on coastal
communi ties.

So if, for example, you typed in your
web browser, fast ferry, there will be a
vast array of literature there at your
fingertips. So there’ s a body, a | arge body
of scientific research on fast ferries. In
fact, there was a conference that used to be
held every year, solely on fast ferry
i mpact . So there is a lot of science out

there and some of that may help you as you

Associ ated Reporting Service
(716) 885-2081



|I\) N |I\) — |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |H |I—‘
o |o o |w R O W | N ©® ;R w N e

|I\)
(O8]

| JC- PI AG- GREECE- DORVAL 103

try to address this issue.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Pete Zuzek.
Any other followup with respect to that
issue? If not, we send it back to Dorval
Mar c?

MR. HUDON: Thank you, Henry.

MAL E VOI CE: ( UNI NTELLI GI BLE)
Carpentier, a member of the ST. Lawrence
( UNI NTELLI GI BLE) | was hoping tonight I’'d be
able to get ahold of the prelimnary report.
You've indicated previously this 1is not
possi bl e.

But | would like first of all to ask for
the report once the report has been
correlated or made public. That they be
sent to the users of the St. Lawrence groups
so that the stakehol der’s groups can become
aware of them analyze them and do what |
t hought I was going to be able to do tonight
by com ng here, number one.

Number t wo, I woul d ask the
representatives of the International Joint

Comm ssion to come and meet our group so
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t hat we may ask guesti ons, make
recommendations if needed, and insist on the
fact that there are t hrough this group,
that there is fairly varied sampling of the
di fferent problems and positions, and we may
be able to get then a fairly clear position
of people effected by the St. Lawrence.

So, to take into consideration not just
the |land use but fun and fluoride and the
di fferent uses so please take advantage of
this platformthat is being offered to you.

MR. HUDON: Thank you, Madame
Carpentier. 1Is there a comment on this or a
request? Yes?

MR. McCAULEY: We're going to try to set

up a meeting within four to five weeks. Tom

McCaul ey is my name. Wth the technical
experts as well. And it will be little,
| ocal meeting. For the reports, as soon as

they’'re ready, but you can have access to
the Shared Vision Model with all the data
that is included at this point, and you’l

be able to compare.
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This is what we wanted to do but we have

not had time to do, make models, geo-data,

and to compare them for vyou. But that
meeting will be the beginning of a joint
anal ysi s.

MR. HUDON: Thank you, Tom Are there
any other comments on the same subject, Lynn
Cl eary of the Study Board?

MS. CLEARY: The report on the third
year of study, there 1is some partial
information and there is a revision of the
literature that was consulted in order to
draw up this report. And the whole thing
should be made public within three weeks
somet hing like that. Four weeks maybe, a
mont h.

MR. HUDON: Thank you for the
information. Are there any more comments on
this subject? Al'l right. Back to you,
Henry.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Marc. Does
anyone have a question at this time from

this audience? If not, | know that one
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i ndi vidual who had to | eave passed a note to
one of the other questioners, and it’s been
brought to me. | could read it to you. The
i ndividual’s name is Bonnie Ann Briggs of
Kendal | , New York.

(M. Stewart reads Ms. Brings question)

MR. STEWART: She says, “my name is
Bonni e Ann Brings, and | live in Kendall, 22
ml|les from where we are now here in Greece.
| have owned property on Lake Ontario since
1978. We have not been able to swimin Lake
Ontario for sever al years due to the
pol [ ution. Are any of your environmental
studies related to a cleaner |ake, and if

so, what is the outl ook for a cleaner | ake?”

Now, | know our particular study teamis
working with respect to |ake Ilevels and
flows, as conmpared with issues with respect
to cleanliness, but I also realize that they
go hand in hand in certain degrees, although

| don’t know that nmuch about the issues of
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the environment. But | believe that Doug
Wl cox m ght wish to address that.
MR. W LCOX: You <certainly have a

| egiti mate concern.

We had to focus on, in this study on
| ake | evels, and all of our studies are
directed to environmental issues that are
directly controlled by |ake Ievels. There

are some correlations through water quality
in some areas that are related to | ake
| evel s, but in the bigger picture they're
more driven by other factors. So that’s not
part of this study.

As Doug Cuthbert has tal ked about, and
ot her people, talked about other issues,
they need to be addressed by other groups in

ot her studies, but we've tal ked about that

in the environment group, consi der ably
envi sioned potentially |ooking at some
nutrient related issues. But compared to
all the other things that were involved,

they were a very m nor component and not

| argely driven by |ake |levels. So they
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bel ong somewhere el se.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Doug W | cox of
the environment technical working group, and
| believe that Gene Stakhiv, U.S. co-I|ead,
has a comment to make as wel | .

MR. STAKHI V: One of the confusing
aspects of our system of government is that
at any given time there are probably 20
studies going on in your area by various
agenci es.

And the 1JC, the comm ssion itself, has
a water quality board, their |ake area
management plans, lots of studies going on
having to do with water quality. Conpletely
i ndependent of our study.

There’s al so, you’ ve heard of the Corps
of Engineers navigation study, the St.
Lawrence seaway study. And many of these

studies sort of deal with some conmmon

aspects. But our study essentially is just
| ooking at the physical |ake |evel changes
and how it affects shoreline erosion. But

let me assure you that there are many
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studi es going on about water quality. Every
wast ewat er treat ment pl ant, t here are
studies on the effects of septic tanks on
the | ake. But you’'ll have to get that
information from those people running those
studi es.

Doug made a good point. The reason
we’'re doing so much, we’'re putting so much
effort into information management is, we're
trying to make the information that we
devel op for our study, $20 mllion worth of
shoreline erosion studies and everything
el se, available to all of the other
institutions, all of the other agencies, New
Yor k DEC. We're trying to get them plugged
into our information.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Gene. Does
anyone else wish to make a comment about
that issue in question? Yes, Ken?

MR. BADI NSKI : Ken Badi nski. \here are
t hese data and how can we review then? |’'ve
guestion some of +these figures that are

presented here tonight, and |I'd |ike to see
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the scientific studies, have the data, and
review them mysel f. Where do we see these
dat a?

For exanple, the econom cs of the seaway
and the fact that the shoreline residents
would Ilike to see a 246.7 water |evel.
Where are these data?

MR. GAUTHI ER: I m Roger Gauthier with

the informati on management techni cal working

group. | would like to say that they're
readily available on-line tonight, but
they’'re not. We do have a necessity for

goi ng back through the reports that have
been compiled in the year 2 and year 3 and
putting them on-line so that you do have
access to it. It is part of the plans.
Wthin the next three nmonths we are
intending to have the data itself, reports
and any of the analysis readily avail able.
We are going to be delivering them via the
internet. It’s the nmost expedi ent mechani sm
for us to be able to deal with that. And if

you’ ve got particular concerns, particular
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geographi es, particular areas of issues,
pl ease send an email to the communication
speci ali st.

We certainly can get you the information

that is available in the study, one case at

a time basis. But collectively we are
behi nd. We need a couple more months to
pull all the information and put it on the
web.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Roger. Thank
you, Ken. I know there was a gentleman in
t he back, did you have a comment about t hat
as well? Before we have another question we
need to -- all right. Pete Zuzek again has
a response to that issue as well.

MR. ZUZEK: Dan has asked me to maybe
deal with a small part of your question
which is the threshold |evels or the upper
| evel s that coastal is recomending. And

t hat was the black line that you saw earlier

amongst all the other lines up on the graph.
And as | stated earlier, in the summertime
it’s about hal f a foot | ower than the
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current upper range, and in the wintertime
it’s close to two feet |ower than the
current upper operating range. S o ,
we’ve made great strides in trying to come
up with levels that are | ower.

Now, that black line, if you had to say,
what does it mean, or what does it
encompass, it is close to three and a half
years of science, computers upon conmputers
of dat a. There’s a vast amount of
information that’'s gone into that |I|ine.
Scientific data collected, studied in the
office, desktop work, all of it’'s been peer
revi ewed, as was mentioned earlier, fromthe
ot her side. We have a peer review group
that | ooks not only at our science but also
our econom cs as well.

So there’'s a tremendous amount of work
t hat goes into that line. A lot of science.
And we feel it’s the best avail able position
for it.

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Pete.

FL OOR: Is the website you ve referred
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to this one here? 1|s that the website?

MR. STEWART: Any other comments with
respect to that issue? And we should throw
it back to Dorval before we follow up with
anot her question. Marc, is there another
guestion up there in Canada?

MR. HUDON: Yes, Henry. We have a
pretty good question froma gentl eman.

MR. AYA: My name is Frank Aya, and |
guess | would class nmyself as recreational
boati ng, although this 1issue addresses
several other aspects. At the time that the
seaway was built, well, things were as they
were back in ‘58.

Now, there’'s been a dramatic increase in
recreational boating, and at the time that
the seaway was built they wused about a
quarter of the area of Lake St. Louis as a
dumpi ng ground for rock. So that made a
quarter of the area of Lake St. Louis
usel ess for recreational boating. And |
would |like to know if anything can be done

about that, the seaway that created the

Associ ated Reporting Service
(716) 885-2081



|I\) N |I\) — |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |H |I—‘
o |o o |w R O W | N ©® ;R w N e

|I\)
(O8]

| JC- PI AG- GREECE- DORVAL 114

probl em?

Does anybody have any comments on that?
And maybe there are other sections of the
whol e St. Lawrence area where this sort of
thing has happened al so. Thank you very
much.

MR. HUDON: Thank you very much. Does
anyone want to comment? That was a very
good question. No. Doesn’t seem so.
Nobody wants to take those rocks out tonight

for sure. But we have a comment there.

MALE VOI CE: Not a comment but 1’1 try
to give a very quick answer. My name is
(unintelligible), I am the Canadi an gener al

manager of the study.

Quite honestly and quite frankly, the
qui ck answer is that the 1JC has not asked
us to look into structural changes. That
doesn’t give you the answer for what can be
done, but that’'s the fact. Thanks.

MR. HUDON: | guess the comment i s noted
anyhow. We have another comment on the same

subj ect ?
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MS. KENNEDY: |’mafraid | cannot offer
you a solution but I will add to your m sery
because those shallows that have been
created by these dredged spoils that were
put on either side of +the seaway, have
generated shallower areas, and on those
shal | ow areas you now have submerged aquatic
vegetation that is growi ng, and that really
| oves it out there.

So, that the recreational boaters not
only have to deal with the shall ower area,
but they have also to deal with |ots and
| ots of plants that prevent them from going
there. So that’s not anything to help you,
really. And with |ower |levels you can
expect to have even more plants and even a
smal | er surface area which you can actually
use for navigation purposes. Good | uck.

MR. HUDON: Yes, go ahead.

MALE VOI CE: And when the water |evel
goes down and the plants are torn up by
boats passing in the seaway itself, the big

commercial ones, a lot of that, 1’11l <call
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them weeds, end wup on property owners
wat erfront, and in low water levels it
stinks.

MR. HUDON: Any further comments? I
guess not. Henry?

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Marc. I
believe we have time for one more question
here before we may need to term nate the
general teleconference of this, although
we’'d be available to stay here for anybody
el se who m ght have questions. But sir, did
you have a question to join in the
tel econference? Thank you very much.

MR. DELVE: My name is Dave Delve from
Rochester, New York here. And since we have
the people on-line from Montreal, | just
wondered, how much fluctuation in a high
wat er event Montreal can take it without
havi ng significant damage?

| know that there’'s a -- maybe you can
answer that question.

MR. STEWART: Frank, would you like to

answer that? Frank Sciremammano.
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MR. SCI REMAMMANO: I can’t give you a
specific number right now. We do have
specific numbers that are the flood alert
| evel s for that area. And then the flood
damage | evels. There have been situations
just in my tenure on the control board where
we’ ve had water running down the streets of
the suburbs of Montreal, in order to help
provide some relief by dumping some water
out. We try obviously to avoid that.

But when you have too much water, you

have to kind of spread the m sery. And
sometimes we could take a little here and
they take a little there. But we do know
t he nunber. I don’t have in front of me --
oh, there we go right there. Mont r eal

har bor, that’s what they would like. W do
have actual flood |evels though and that may
not correspond. Is that the flood |evel?
Okay.

(Referring to a slide)

MR. SCI REMAMMANO: So alert |level is the

-- well, again, this is above sea |level so
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it’s not going to mean much for us. 26.575.
And then the 28.215 feet above sea |level is
where they’' re actually flooding. So we know
where they’' ||l flood. And the question is,
when we have a problem we need to release
water, and we can bump against that. | f
we’'re flooding and they're flooding, then
it’s a matter of spreading the m sery. We
haven't luckily run into that recently.
Does that hel p?

Okay. 5.5 is the chart data. 5.5
met er s. So you could see they have about
three meter range that we can work in, so
about 10 feet. That’ s about eight feet
above where they are right now. Good.
Thank you, Doug, for that.

MR. STEWART: Thank vyou. Frank, 1is
there any followup further to that question
and issue? l"d ask at this time in this
audi ence whet her anyone else will wish to
ask a question before we may need to | eave
the teleconference part. |s anyone desirous

of asking a question to be shared with the
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Dorval, Quebec, Canada audi ence.

FL OOR: Where is Dorval relative to
Mont real ?

MR. STEWART: Al, can you tell the exact
geography there?

MR. AL: Just west of it.

MR. STEWART: Dan?

MR. BARLETT: Montreal is right here.
Dorval is right here.

MR. AL: The Montreal airport is in
Dor val .

MR. HUDON: Henry, we have a coupl e of
comments before signing off.

MR. STEWART: And we’d be happy to stay
with you for those. We have no further
gqguestions at this point here, so we will
stay on to listen to the comments and
qguestions from you.

MR. CARPENTI ER: Andre Carpentier from
the Study Board and also from the contro
board.

| think we, tonight we heard a | ot of

guestion about, you know, high levels on
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Lake Ontario and why we don’'t dump the water
down in the Montreal area, even if we had
some roomto get that. I think that’s why,
you know, we have a control board with
people all around the system Lake Ontario
and St. Lawrence River and | think that’s
why al so we have a Study Board with a | ot of
peopl e, agai n, al | al ong the, al | the
system

If we want to do what the gentleman
menti oned, that when you got water we dunmp
t he water down, then if we don’t have water,
what we will do? Empty the Lake Ontario or
go keep the water on Lake Ontario?

| think that’s not the way that a big
system |li ke that should react. We shoul d
wait and | ook at what’'s happening. And
don’t, you know, try to react as, you know,
every time we got some water. | don’t think
that’s the way and | think that’'s why we
need to have some information as we are
getting right now on each interest. And

that’s the way | think that should be. And

Associ ated Reporting Service
(716) 885-2081



|I\) N |I\) — |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |I—‘ |H |I—‘
o |o o |w R O W | N ©® ;R w N e

|I\)
(O8]

| JC- PI AG- GREECE- DORVAL 121

| think that’s also a good exanple why we
want to |ink people on the St. Lawrence and
on Lake Ontario, in order that everybody, if
they’'re interested in the systemto know t he
interests that on each side of the system

| think that’s very important that
everybody under st and and t ake into
consi deration at every point of the system

MR. HUDON: On this point are there any
ot her questions? Henry?

MR. STEWART: Yes, Marc. Thank you for

MR. HUDON: I just want to say
somet hi ng. On the way, driving over this
afternoon, | was I|istening to a damage
report about what |Ivan had done in the

sout hern states, and the reporter was saying
that there’s another wind comng, and it
woul d make Ivan | ook |ike chicken feed. And
t hey’ ve named this new one com ng Gene, and
I was just concerned that if it’s in
relation to our Gene, Canada may have to be

evacuated. Can you reassure us?
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(Laughter)

MR. STEWART: | know Gene is still here.
He's waving in the back. He seens quite
friendly. And he says not to worry.

MR. HUDON: All right. Thank you fol ks,
we’ |l meet again soon.

(Phone conference with Dorval, Quebec,
Canada was term nated at this point.)

MR. STEWART: Are you still there?

Okay. Thank you folks for that aspect, with

respect to the joinder with Montreal. I

know that Max Streibel wi || make some
closing remarKks. l"d just l|like to note
having facilitated this that it m ght seem

strange to have this teleconferencing,
especially with the translation, but as was
said by Marc Hudon, another menber of the
Pl AG, actually it was said by M. Carpentier
of the study board and the board of control,
it’s been a really eye-opening experience
for me on the Public Interest Advisory Group
to get to know individuals from around Lake

Ontario, north, south, east, and west si des,
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and all the way up the St. Lawrence River,
both members of the PIAG, but also members
of the public, and to see the diverse
concerns and interests that are there, and
to become aware of those and consi derate of
t hose, and it really | eaves certain
parochial interests behind. So this is a
real effort to do that and to have us all
appreci ate what’s going on around the basin.
We hope it’s a really hel pful endeavor for
all of the members of the public to see that
as it is for us and the PIAG and to come
away with an appreciation for those diverse
and sometimes conflicting interests, but
also to realize that in this study the end
result it 1is believed will bring about
benefit wi t h respect to al | of the
st akehol der interests that you see on these
banners here, the diverse and competing
i nterests. And also do that in a way that
won’t make the circumstances for any one
interest, and in particular here in Greece,

the interests of | akeshore residents and
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property owners, be In any wor se

circunmstances than they are under the

current plans and the current system So
t hanks a |ot for your attention and
i nterest. And 1'd like to turn the floor

back to Max Streibel for closing remarks

Thank you.
MR. STREI BEL: First of all, 1I'd like
for everyone that's here tonight, these

seats are hard, we're sitting on the sanme

seats back here, so you really endured and |

appreciate that. And there will be people
here, if you do have a question, you know,
that you’'d Ilike to ask, there will be

someone here to try to answer that question.
If not, in your package you’'ve got the
addresses and methods of getting ahold of
us. You know, for any future questions.

|’d like to think that many of you were
here | ast year when we were here. | can see
that we’ve made some definitive progress
since | ast year. And as the data now is

being, finally being analyzed and we start
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using the Shared Vision Model, when we come

back here next year, and hopefully the
audience will be just as great as it was
this evening, we’ll be here with some

options to share with you, the Shared Vision
Model. And as you heard this evening when
you heard from our conrades in Montreal who
have a different situation than we have, and
since you can see that there are different
interests, different issues that have to be
addressed, and we're trying to do that in
t he best most scientific manner possi bl e.

So again, thank you very much and stay
in touch with us, and we’ll certainly stay
in touch with you. Thank you.

(Proceedi ngs concl uded)
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